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Dementia as a Life-Limiting Illness
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• Under-recognised as a life-limiting illness

• In 2020, dementia was the leading cause of death for women, and 
the second leading cause of death for men, after coronary artery 
disease (AIHW 2023). 

• More than half of all people in permanent residential aged care have 
dementia (AIHW 2023).

Dementia
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The “Surprise Question”:

Would you be surprised if this person 

were to die in the next 6 to 12 months?

• Simple screening question
• High sensitivity for the identification of patients with advanced 

Alzheimer’s Disease dementia (Yuyama et al 2020).

Recognising last months of life
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Nightingale Program:

Services
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